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Local SEO

Local SEO focuses onincreasing your
business’s visibility in local search results.
When someone in your area searches for
products or services that you offer, local
SEOQ ensures that your business appears
prominently in their search results.

By optimising your website for your city, town or region, you make it easier for local
customers to discover your business. This increased visibility not only drives online
traffic but also encourages more foot traffic to your physical location.

| The Importance of Local SEO

Why should local SEO matter to your In fact, research shows that

business? The answer is simple: itis one approximately 86%¢ of consumers use
of the most effective ways to market search engines to find local products
your businessonline to alocal and services.

audience. When people are searching

for a service or product, they typically This means thatif your businessisn’t
turn to search engineslike Google. If optimised forlocal search, you're

your business doesn’tappearin these potentially invisible to a large portion of
search results, you're missing outon your target market.

potential customers.

Local SEQ is essential for connecting with customersin your area, making sure that
when they search for services or products you offer, your business is one of the first
they see.

How Google Determines
Local Search Rankings

Understanding how Google determines which businesses appear inlocal search
results is key to optimising your own site effectively. Google considers three main
factors whenrankinglocal businesses: Proximity, Relevance, and Prominence.

Proximity: Proximity refers to how close your business is to the person
conducting the search. Google typically shows businesses that are closest to
the searcher’slocation. For example, if someone searches for "coffee shop near
me," Google will prioritise businesses within a short distance from the searcher.
To take advantage of this, ensure that your Google Business Profile clearly lists
your address and service area.




Relevance: Relevance measures
how well your business matches the
searcher's query. Google tries to
show businesses that offer the
products or services being searched
for.If someone in your area searches
for a "pizzarestaurant,” Google will
list businesses that are relevant to
this query. Ensuring your business
profile and website contentclearly
describe what you offer will help
improve your relevance in local
searches.

Optimising Your
Website for
Local Search

1. Claim and Optimise Your Google
Business Profile: Your Google Business
Profile is one of the most critical
componentsof local SEO. Ensure your
profile is complete, accurate, and
regularly updated with your business
hours, location, contact information,
and services.

3.Localise Your Site Content:
Incorporate local keywordsintoyour
website content, including blog posts,
product descriptions, and meta tags.
This helps search engines associate
your business with the local area

5.0ptimise Your Website:

Prominence: Prominencerefersto
how well-known or reputable your
businessis. This can be influenced
by factors like online reviews,
ratings, and the overall quality of
your online presence. Google
favoursbusinesses with strong
reputations, so encouraging
satisfied customers toleave positive
reviews can significantly boost your
local search rankings.
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Now that you understand the importance of
local SEO and the factors thatinfluence
local search rankings, it's time to focus on
optimising your own strategy. Here are
some key steps to improve your local SEO:

2.Register Your Site with Webmaster
Tools: Registering your site with Google
Search Console and other webmaster
tools helps search engines index your
website more effectively, improving your
visibility in search results.

4. Manage Your Online Reviews:
Encourage satisfied customers toleave
positive reviews on your Google Business
Profile and other review platforms.
Respond to reviews, both positive and
negative, to show that you value customer
feedback.

Ensure your website is mobile-friendly, fast-loading, and easy to navigate. Local
customers arelikely to search on mobiledevices, so a responsive design is crucial for

a good userexperience.

Leveraging Local
SEO Services

If you're ready toinvestinlocal SEO for
small businesses and see the benefits it
can offer yourbusiness, learn more
about our Local SEO Services, then get
in touch with Direct Submit today on
0800 669 6848 to ask about your

FREE quotel!

Forbusinessesthat want to maximise their
local reach, investingin professional local
SEO services can be a game-changer. With
97% of consumers known to search online
tofindlocal businesses or services, having
a well-optimised online presence has
never been more important.

By working with Direct Submit, you can
ensure your local SEQ strategy will be
effective and up to date, giving you a
competitive edge in your local market.




